In the Claims 



1-31 (Cancelled) 

32. (New) A filter retrieval system comprising: 

a catheter including an elongate shaft having a proximal end, a distal end, and a 

wall defining a shaft lumen; 

a proximal guidewire port disposed distal of the proximal end of the elongate 

shaft; 

a generally conical tip disposed near the distal end of the elongate shaft, the 
conical tip having an aperture defining a distal guidewire port; 

a guidewire extending through the distal guidewire port and the proximal 

guidewire port; and 

a filter disposed on the guidewire. 

33. (New) The system of claim 32, wherein the generally conical tip 
comprises a flexible tip member. 

34. (New) The system of claim 33, wherein at least a portion of the flexible 
tip member is disposed within the shaft lumen. 

35. (New) The system of claim 33, wherein the flexible tip member is 
moveable relative to the elongate shaft. 

36. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the flexible tip member moves 
between an extended position and a retracted position. 

37. (New) The system of claim 32, wherein the generally conical tip has a 
generally tapered shape. 
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38. (New) The system of claim 32, wherein the generally conical tip 
comprises a flexible material allowing deflection of the generally conical tip. 

39. (New) The system of claim 32, wherein the generally conical tip folds 
proximally as the filter passes through the aperture of the generally conical tip. 

40. (New) The system of claim 32, wherein the generally conical tip expands 
radially as the filter passes through the aperture of the generally conical tip. 

41 . (New) The system of claim 33, wherein the elongate shaft further 
comprises a proximal stop mechanism disposed in a distal portion of the shaft lumen. 

42. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the proximal stop mechanism 
limits retraction of the flexible tip member within the shaft lumen. 

43. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the flexible tip member seats 
against the stop mechanism when the tip member is in a retracted position. 

44. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the proximal stop mechanism 
comprises a stop member. 

45. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the proximal stop mechanism 
comprises an annular bead. 

46. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the proximal stop mechanism 
comprises a flange. 

47. (New) A catheter system for retrieving a filter, comprising: 

an elongate shaft having a proximal end, a distal end, and a wall defining a shaft 
lumen, the shaft lumen sized to accommodate a filter; 
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a proximal guidewire port disposed distal of the proximal end of the elongate 
shaft; and 

a generally conical tip having an aperture defining a guidewire port connected to a 
portion of the elongate shaft proximate the distal end of the elongate shaft. 

48. (New) The system of claim 47, wherein the generally conical tip 
comprises a flexible tip member. 

49. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein at least a portion of the flexible 
tip member is disposed within the shaft lumen. 

50. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the flexible tip member is 
moveable relative to the elongate shaft. 

51. (New) The system of claim 50, wherein the flexible tip member moves 
between an extended position and a retracted position. 

52. (New) The system of claim 47, wherein the generally conical tip has a 
generally tapered shape. 

53. (New) The system of claim 47, wherein the generally conical tip 
comprises a flexible material allowing deflection of the generally conical tip. 

54. (New) The system of claim 47, wherein the generally conical tip folds 
proximally as a filter is urged through the aperture of the generally conical tip. 

55. (New) The system of claim 47, wherein the generally conical tip expands 
radially as a filter is urged through the aperture of the generally conical tip. 

56. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the elongate shaft further 
comprises a proximal stop mechanism disposed in aportion of the shaft lumen. 
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57 (New) The system of elaim 56, wherein the proximal stop mechanism 
lta i,s retraction of .he flexible tip member within the shaft lumen. 

58 (New) TT.esystemofc.aimSb.whereinmeflexibletipmembersea.s 
against .he s.op mechanism when me Up member is in a re.rac.ed posmon. 

59 . (New) The sys.em of claim 56, wherein the proximal stop mechanism 
comprises a stop member. 

60. (New) The system of claim 56, wherein me proximal s.op mechanism 
comprises an annular bead. 

61. (New) The system of c.aim 56, wherein me proxima! stop mechanism 
comprises a flange. 

62. (New) The system of claim 47, further comprising: 
a means for grasping a guidewire. 

63. (New) The system of elaim 62, wherein the means for grasping a 
guidewire comprises a wire gripper. 

64. (New) The sys.em of elaim 63 wherein me wire gripper comprises a 
plurality of jaws for grasping a guidewire. 

65 (New) The system of claim 62, further comprising: 

a hub disposed ahou. a portion of me e,o»ga.e shaft proxima.e .he proximal end; 

a slider disposed within a portion of .he hub, wherein the slider includes the 
means for grasping a guidewire. 
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66. (New) A filter retrieval system comprising: 

a catheter including an elongate shaft having a proximal end, a distal end, and a 

wall defining a shaft lumen; 

a proximal guidewire port disposed distal of the proximal end of the elongate 

shaft; and 

a generally conical tip disposed near the distal end of the elongate shaft, the 
generally conical tip having an aperture defining a distal guidewire port, wherein the 
generally conical tip is displaced upon introducing a filter within the shaft lumen. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SCOTT M. HANSON ET AL. 
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